AGHOST Meeting 




Sunday, February 1, 2004

MINUTES


Call to order     6:15pm

Haunted History: New Orleans Video:
Places covered in the video:
Le Petite Theatre




The Lalaurie mansion





Voodoo Queen Marie Laveau

Introduction of members and guests (see sign up sheet).
IN ATTENDANCE
Stefanie Marshall

Marie Limon


Joey Greenfield

Steven Brown


Larry Douglas


Courtney Greenfield

Kay Schultz


Jennifer Crane


Charlotte Liggett

Jill Thompson


Darren Thompson

Ethan Richards

David Doughty


Guy Bevens


Chad Almquist

Wolf



Morgan West


Sherry Brown

Mark Velez


Heidi Ebel


Lisa D.

Kathy West-Bevens

Linda Robertson

Shawn A.

Ashleigh A.


Paige Massey


Dutch Jackson

Haley Jackson


Mark Akey


What’s New: 

New Toys: 
1) 
Thermal camera:

We have access to a thermal camera (through Joey Greenwood).
2)
3- head recorder (GREAT for EVP):
There is a physical distance between the record head and the playback head so you can hear what you are recording, making the listening of EVPs virtually live, we now have access to that!
3) 
New EMF meter

Dutch showed the group a new device, an inexpensive EMF meter.  He would be able to put them together ourselves. He is looking for feedback on how well it works.  If anyone can verify how it compares to existing equipment that would be great. The cost is really good, but only if it meets our needs.  Shipping and handling was $65

http://www.ramseyelectronics.com/cgi-bin/commerce.exe?preadd=action&key=TFM3C 
New to the Website:  
New guest photos and stories are up
Also links to our Vancouver BC trip

Database for contacts / Upcoming feature for the investigation forms:


In the near future you will be able to fill in your forms online.  Sherri’s husband, Keith, is working on a database which will make the information available!

Ghostology 101 Classes: 
May 30th 
Quantum physics in the paranormal field by Katherine P
June 27th
 Poltergeists & Apparitions  
July 25th 
No Class (our AGHOST picnic)
August 22nd 
Tools of the trade 
September 19th 
No Class (Our GHOST hunter conference)
October 17th 
The Haunted Mansion by Wolf

Steven:
What is the Haunted mansion?

Wolf:
Explained it was about the multiple Disney Haunted Mansion(s) found around the world.

New Password for Members' area
The new password will be emailed out to all members in good standing (have paid their dues).  The new password should be in place by February 2, 2004.  Patricia was not present but this was explained by Ross and Stef.
Discussion Items:

News Letter / Bi-monthly: 
Looking for articles.  Email Patricia.  Interviews?
Ross: 
Also talking about having someone doing interviews.   I thought it would be a nice feature so if 

someone is interested in doing interviews let Patricia know.

Investigation training:
Ross:
Anyone have feedback on how this went?

David: 
It was kind of difficult with so many people there.  It was hard to ID each person’s place and 

needs.

Stef:
Its hard to give individual attention, some people are at different levels and some people learn 

differently.

Unknown person:
Will this be done again??

Ross: 
Yes it will be once a month, log onto the members area and sign up for which area you want 

to be trained in. Techs and Observers are the two categories so far, for psychic development, 

this will be coming.

Sherri: 
I thought the observer’s part of the training went very well, its straight forward, it’s trying to pay 

attention to detail and writing things down, harder for techs, and you probably need more than 

one evening to cover all the equipment.  Some people will retain some info not everyone can 

capture everything.  I was very pleased!
Stef: 
There is a LOT of equipment to cover for the Techs
Ross: 
So it seems to be pretty good and seems to be helping you guys, we want to build credibility, 

we want to have everyone learn from this experience.
Sherri:
Ross DID have a test at the end of the training!

Ross:
Yes there IS a test.  The more you know the better the group’s credibility we do not just want 

people to think we run around with our cameras telling people there are ghosts.



Again, training for Observers or Techs, contact Charlotte or Merlyn for the psychic 


development.


Ghostly 2005 Calendar : Jeff Davis next project:
Ross:
I am currently working with Jeff Davis, an author that has written 4 or 5 books on the haunted Pacific Northwest, to help bring in extra money for the organization he is going to be creating a calendar for 2005.  If anyone has anything to submit for the calendar please do so! He is back in the US (Florida) and should be back working his way back to Washington State soon. He expressed an interest in meeting us again when he does get back.



http://www.ghostsandcritters.com/main.html  (Jeff’s home page)

E! Entertainment:  Sundays Audition feedback:
Ross:
It went pretty well, everyone had a good time at the investigation.  The guy was pretty interested in what we did, I think he even captured an ORB on his infrared camera; he was pretty excited about it!
Dutch:
Confirmed.  He was fascinated by the moving orbs
Ross: 
He enjoyed being with us, his goal was to see how well we perform and edit everything into a 

5-minute clip for the executives of E! to review and decide if its viable. I did talk to the co-host 

of the show and she really enjoyed talking with me, it looks good so far and let’s hope this 

works out for us.

Dutch: 
I have his business card; He is going to give us a copy of the tape.


Psychic Development: 
Ross:
For anyone wanting to develop their abilities, the date is still pending; Charlotte or Merlyn will 

notify everyone when it becomes available.  
Charlotte:
I need to get with Merlyn and decide on a date.
Ghost Museum in Seattle: 
Every other Tuesday, looking for cabinets and help
Ross:
This is at The Museum of the Mysteries in Capitol Hill district.

They are just starting out, it’s kind of slow and no one was present at our first presentation. 

They offered us as much space as we would like for “Haunted Washington”.  We can have photos and history of sites which may be haunted.  Perhaps we could get an old rocking chair that rocks all by itself? 

The Museum is looking for volunteers to help them out at the museum. So if anyone lives in that area perhaps you can assist.


We are going to focus on Haunted Washington, we will be there every other Tuesday, what we have scheduled is: 



February 10:
Tools of the trade


Feb 24: 
Haunted Seattle 


March:
Cemeteries probably presented by Patricia.
”Tales from the trenches”: Wolf / stories in by March 25th
Wolf:
We were contacted by ghost magazine.com (www.ghostmag.com) and they have a very professional site. Their writing style was very good, and in talking to the editor and chief, they are looking for a column called “Tales from the Trenches”.  They want our investigations, what happens, the nitty gritty. What did we experience? What did we see, hear, what stuck out in someone’s mind.  Did anything happen which was funny?



What I want from the group is to pick an investigation (more the senior members) of an investigation that sticks out in your mind, such as the Bush house and the children. I would hope to get it in by March 25th for Inclusion in their April edition of the electronic magazine. Pick an investigation and provide to me your insights, email them to me (Wolf) and I will put it into a cohesive story for publication.



Any recent investigations, Ross??  Anything that really sticks out?  Let me know and I will send out an email for everyone’s input that attended that investigation.

Charlotte: 
Do you want pictures?

Wolf: 
Yes

Jennifer: 
Can we not just use the reports?

Wolf: 
Yes but I would also want your personal feelings that may not be in a report.
Jennifer:
I give everything in my reports, a little extra!
Stef: 
How do we go about picking an investigation?

Wolf: 
There are so many, we need a group decision, one that stands out…say the cabin! That would be excellent!
Charlotte: 
The Sheppard House!!

Stef:
Named a bunch of investigations.
Wolf: 
Let’s take a vote, the Denny Cabin?

Charlotte:
Lets do University Heights, most folks had been there!

The majority agreed on University Heights.

Charlotte: 
If anyone has stories and can back them up with photos that would be great!

Ross: 
Is this a printed publication?

Wolf: 
Its not a printed publications, you can go to their web site www.ghostmag.com .  They have an actual magazine cover, it blew me away it had a picture of a cemetery and it looks great!
Ross: 
Can you see if they can take EVP samples?
Wolf: 
They were very nice and we can expect very good things from them!

The group thanked WOLF for job well done

A BIG thank you from Dutch:
Dutch:
We (FSI) had an emergency ghost hunt on Saturday.  I called everyone that I could think to do a walkthrough for both groups; I am not sure what the status is for an investigation on this location but without telling too much it did help out a lot. The gentleman that was renting out the place with his mother in law they ARE selling the house.  We had a walkthrough with FSI and AGHOST on separate days, the place has a lot of “good stuff”. Whatever we get the family would like to have a copy.  The gentleman that was renting has been living there for 20 years has had a mental breakdown as a result of the occurrences. I can say that the place is in Renton.  I want to thank all of you that were able to come through for me. My group was away playing Dungeons and Dragons.
ROSS: 
Are there any questions on anything??

Group was silent. (Silence is consent!)
Work in progress:

March 5 - 7 
Vancouver BC weekend: 



Two investigations lined up, one confirmed and the other one I am still working on.  So anyone 


interested for that please sign up on the message board.

Approved T-Shirt Design:
Stef showed the group the T-Shirts (available in white with black design or black with white design).  There will be an account with Café Press.com and members can order on line.
http://www.cafepress.com/cp/info/sell/merchandise.aspx   Members that have not received their T-Shirts will get them at no charge.


New Orleans Trip:

Jill T.
I worked up a tentative schedule, I want everyone to know I am not scheduling every minute of every day, the intent is to have things that we are all doing as group. We do want to do a Ghost tour of the French Quarter at night when we first arrive on April 1 – tour starts at 8:00 pm.  We will be doing the cemetery tour (you saw a little bit of it in the video earlier) which is scheduled during the day. An investigation at the Castle Inn has been confirmed. There is a 3rd floor which cannot be used by us for rooms during this trip as a fire suppression system is being installed, but we do have access to it for an investigation!
Steve: 
Is there an accurate amount as how much it will cost?
Jill: 

I will be discussing that later.



Our Bed and Breakfast is part of the Haunted Garden Tour so I thought it would be best for us to do our investigation first, and then do the tour to compare our experiences.


The Spellbound and Vampire tours are in the evening.  Right now only 1 person has indicated that wish to do the Spellbound and one person for the Vampires tour. So those two tours may not be scheduled or done in advance.  If more people want to do these tours, they can be scheduled while we are in New Orleans
Ross: 
Reminded the group that we want to focus on Ghost tours while we are there
Jill:

Sunday we have not scheduled anything specifically.  There are a number of places reputed to be haunted that we can visit.. like the Bottom of the Cup Tea Room!  Le Petite Theatre!  Pirates Alley! That a pretty creepy place on its own so I thought Sunday would be a good time to do Jackson Square and its area!
If anyone has any other sites please let me know and we shall see if we can fit that in.

Jackson square also is known for the psychics and tarot card readers; they just set up in the square.  There is also carriage rides, beignets and chicory café which is something you must do while in New Orleans.  We are trying to get something with a tour guide by the name of Bloody Mary.  Her group sets up investigations, as soon as we get a reply from her we will see what we can arrange.  Monday is checkout day for those leaving.
I have several people that have paid their deposit.  I have some folks that have wanted to go and signed up on the web site but I have not heard anything back from them. I have sent out emails and still do not have any response.  I am trying to get a response from Dan and Charles.

Stef: 
I am not sure about Charles’ email address
Steve: 
How do we do the airline reservations?

Jill:

Everybody is doing their own airline reservations.  Darren can help in showing you some airline cost finding web sites and provide some idea on current prices. 
Total hotel cost per person double occupancy included with tax per person is $261.78. They do have a roll away bed at the Castle Inn upon request.
If there is someone that you want to share a room with please let me know. I want everyone to be as comfortable as we can. (Within reason).
So those of you who are going that have not paid at least part of your deposit come talk with me.  If you have a balance it needs to be paid by March 14th.  Once this is done the rooms are covered!  I wish we had started earlier to give everyone more of a chance to save up, but we have learned for next time.
As far as the tours that we have scheduled, the regular price is $18, we can get $15 through online coupons however I want to negotiate and get the price down to $10 a tour.
At the Castle Inn the breakfast is included; the cost for lunch and dinner is whatever you want to spend; New Orleans offers food for every level of affordability.
All the rooms have mini refrigerators and microwave ovens so if you want to bring snacks or eat at the Inn you can.

We are also a block off the St Charles Street car line, the cost for a one way fare on the St Charles line is $1.25. 

Jennifer: 
Everyone should remember to bring extra batteries and memory cards. With them
Jill:

Talk with Darren ahead of time as he has offered to download your pictures and burn your CD if he has the appropriate card reader or camera software installed.
Wolf:
There are 3 plantation homes in reach of downtown, one is called Oak Alley and the other is called San Francisco plantation both are rumored to be haunted. I will provide this info to Jill and she can provide it to you all!  I believe that they will pick you up at the hotel and take you to the location.
Jill:

With your permission Ross, I would like to put together an information packet and provide this to everyone going. I am expecting packets from the New Orleans Chamber of Commerce.



We will not be sitting around bored. If you are, you are dead.

There is a stop over half way thru the Haunted Ghost tour in French Quarter at the bar of Jean Lafitte. It is the oldest existing bar in New Orleans and has only candles at the tables for lighting (bathrooms and bar have power).
There is wonderful music and smells of food from every doorway while you are in the French quarter. As in any large city you must be careful of pickpockets and such!
Jill told the group of the haunting experiences she had while in New Orleans with Darren
Ross:
Mark is running a little late, so he should be here after our break so lets take our 15 minute 

break now. (7:16pm)

Break: 15min.
San Francisco - Ghost Trackers Conference:
April 29 - May 3
 $125 per person - Mark A. 

Mark A.:
Final date is April 29th (Thursday) which includes the overnight stay on the Hornet, this includes dinner and breakfast the following day.  Friday the 30thyou can roam the day around the Hornet.  Hotel check in on the 30th (Friday) with a wine reception from 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm.  The hotel is the Tuscan Inn, the Best Western property. http://www.tuscaninn.com/ 
http://www.ghost-trackers.org/conferenceitinerary.htm (for additional conference details)
Like I mentioned last meeting the conference fee is $125 and that includes everything (stay at Hornet , dinner and breakfast, the wine reception and a continental breakfast on Saturday and all the speakers) everything but the extra hotel nights!

Up Coming Walkthroughs:

Feb 5th 
Private home in West Seattle @ 7pm
Feb 12th 
Private home in Redmond @ 7pm (Cancelled)

Feb 19th 
Private home in Longview @ noon  This was the one on the 14th before.

Feb 19th 
Private home in Covington @ 7pm (Cancelled)  Will be rescheduled.

Up coming Expeditions and Events:

Feb. 2nd 
Expedition in Seattle (Cancelled)

Feb. 6th 
Work party @ Ross‘ (going through pictures for website)

Ross: 
We want to be able to burn everything onto one CD for the web site.

Feb. 20th 
Expedition in Tukwila at Riverton Crest Cemetery.  @ 9pm
Ross:
Thanks to Kendra for getting that set up for us!

Feb. 27th 
Investigation Training - place pending @ 8pm
Ross:
If we schedule this correctly we can do it at my place.  If anyone has a place to offer for this date please email me and we can get it set up.


Feb. 29th  
Prime members meeting 5pm Here at Borders.

Up Coming investigations:

Feb 7th 
Private home in Bremerton @ 8pm  You can sign up for this.

Feb 28th 
Business in Seattle @ 11pm You can sign up for this.


Discussion of Past Investigations:

Jan. 18/19th 
Business in Sumner / The Steak House 
Ross:
Merlyn was the psychic on this investigation. 
Merlyn:
4 times in exactly the same place something happened


The last time there was a tap on my left upper chest area and before I forget the exact order (but I wrote it down) I heard a voice in that same spot and then another time a chill.



The other one was over in the bar on the left side there was a male presence also a female presence in the dance hall side.  Dutch can go over the technical details.

Charlotte: 
We should go over the history of this place first so the reports mean something when being talked about
Ross:
It was a restaurant /bar called the Grand Central Steakhouse in Sumner.   It used to be a bus depot. It has changed to various different restaurants.  Some of the activity that I can remember that was really interesting to me was behind the bar area.

Merlyn:
I was drawn immediately to the bar, the presence was very heavy
Ross:
The employees had lots of incidences when they walked thru the wine glass area, they would hear clinking, and the building has a solid foundation so no apparent reason to have them move. One of the owners was walking thru the bar area and he heard the clinking; when he walked back a wine glass was sitting on the floor where he had just walked thru!  There were a lot of people that would hear their names being called.
Merlyn:
I thought I saw people sitting at one of the tables and also thought I saw someone walking across the room,  there was a very strong presence in that room.

Dutch: 
The EMF detector was going nuts, also in the dance hall area I had my compass, my first ghost hunting tool I ever bought. The magnetism was incredible, if you followed the North direction it moved all over the place. The needle would not point to the same place twice.
Marie:
I tried it and was unable to find the direction of North.

Marie: 
The ION detector kept going off and on, lots of energy

Larry: 
Following the compass did you try and get an idea of the pattern, perhaps it spelled a word



or pattern?
Dutch: 
It was really erratic, like I was following something.
Darren: 
There were several ORBS in the photos I had taken; the EMF readings I saw were consistently extremely high on the tri-field. In one instance in the game room area I took a photo of an ORB, I asked it to move up a few feet and took another photo; the ORB appears to have followed my request!
Marie: 
There was a lot of negativity in the dance area.  Patricia or the girl there had said that before it was a bar, it had been an illegal gaming area.

Dutch:
Kendra had a picture of indoor ecto in the dance hall area.
Jan. 30th Fri. - Private home in Montesano / Seems like bad spirits:

Investigators:
Marie, 



Ross



Stef



Mike



Charlotte 


Patricia

Ross:
History: built in 1908, we do not know too much more about it, its actually Kurt Kobain’s childhood home when he was 9-14.  We do not feel it’s haunted by Kurt, we have some history to it, since the sale is not complete all the history has not been done.  It was originally for sale up on Ebay. They were using Kurt Cobain’s name to sell it but Courtney Love put a stop to it.



The current owner bought it without knowing the history. She is leasing with option to buy, they are in the midst of gutting and rebuilding it. Since the gutting they have had some weird experiences, lots of negative energy. The husband stays in the house while the wife lives in Texas.



Some experiences that they have had, more what he has had is…hearing walking up the stairs, He woke up to feeling a presence standing over him, possible even being choked.



Heard lots of noises, awoke, by the sound of the counter being slammed, one time the sound of a pot slammed against the counter.


The wife has felt a presence, she has seen a shadow in the window, some pretty interesting photos, could be reflection, not too clear but she had on interesting photo that looked like ecto coming down the steps.  That’s about it with the experiences.

Jill:

What kind of a house is it?  Single or 2-story?
Ross:
It’s a 2 story house with a basement

Charlotte:
When we 1st got there, my 1st feeling is an old man up in  an upstairs window looking down at us, not wanting us to be there.  When we walked into the front room there was a lot of activity, like a feeling of confusion, why were we there?  I immediately felt “him” there, he was very agitated that we were there.   He was also felt in the basement. I came back upstairs cause I was trying to get away from him. I tried to let him know that we were there to help. 


Before we left he was more accepting of us being there. The bed above the front room where we felt him looking out of, I felt children there, Patricia was with me when I went back the second time, I felt 4 or 5 children around me, hugging me cause they knew I could see them,  Patricia may have gotten something on camera. It was very emotional for me, I started crying…like everything was OK... it was very comforting.


The back bedroom was uncomfortable like that’s where the old man hung out.



Where ever he was, the kids would scatter and go to the other side of the house, like they were trying to stay away from him.


I spoke to the owner and asked if there was ever a fire, like the kids had died in a fire.. She did mention squatters had tried to live there and also they had found photos of children in the fireplace.



I took a picture in that bedroom while saying goodbye to the children and said I have one last picture to take; I got a great big ORB by the window!


The feelings were so much better when we left than we had arrived.



The wife has said her husband would be going along just fine and then for no apparent reason get extremely agitated. Just like the old man, she felt the old man was agitated due to the perception that the old man was not getting nay respect.
Ross: 
We have to be very hush hush about this until the sale is complete, the media would go nuts over this story. Any one else there at the investigation??

Marie:
She explained how Charlotte said the name “Harold”, he that he was really pissed off and he had no teeth.  We could not go to far downstairs because of water.



In the laundry room the EMF at the entry way it was going from 7 to 8, Dan came in cause he heard spiking of the EMF meter, we checked the outlets and such to try and determine what could have possibly caused the spike. We tried the EMF again and it was between 0 and 2…so whatever was there had left.



At the location where the owner mentioned the pots and pans, the temp was rather different from the room area.


Someone felt cold on their arm and Stef confirmed it was cooler on their arm, Charlotte said it was a little girl that likes to play with long hair.



We went into the Mariner room and taking readings, we were checking outlets cause some wires were dead and such due to renovations., I opened a cabinet and all of a sudden a sound was starting to blare….Dan came into the room and Charlotte. Dan and I tried to open the closet in the room.  The second we turned on the light the sound stopped! We also checked the room across the hall but could not determine what was making the noise.  The Mariner room was where they had the Kurt Cobain poster.


In there the first time we did the walkthrough, I am not good at being psychic, and did not know Kurt Cobain but felt such empathy for that man in the poster, the one thing she felt was….he wanted people to know the truth.



I am not a Kurt Cobain fan but I thought that was very interesting. When we did our ending talk, the husband mentioned hearing like a talk show kind of sound coming from upstairs so he has experienced a lot of stuff.

Steve:
I have heard that an ORB can emit a sound before appearing to reach the people.

Marie: 
I have that sound on my tape! It’s really weird,



The gentleman that has had the incidences now suffers from insomnia. The thing that impressed me was that he is Native American and is very strong on respecting the spirits, and keeps telling his wife that they have to get used to them.

Mark: 
There was one hallway I could not go into; I had great foreboding in that hallway.

Marie: 
That’s where Step and I got that high EMF reading 

Ross: 
I did capture some ecto in the basement and some orbs.  I ran SPECTRE for several hours. We hung out in the living room area talking out loud trying to capture EVPs, I did capture some good orbs in that area.  SPECTRE did not capture anything in that area.  The master bedroom, we were trying to capture the back of the room into the front room we have still have to watch the video to see if we captured anything…but nothing on Spectre.

Announcements or Reminders
                                 
Ross:
Remember to get your reports in, provide them to Shawn



The next meeting is February 15th

 
Next Ghostology 101 Class:  Feb. 29 - Psychic Testing 2 

Media Coverage:

Nothing at this time

Show & Tell - 8pm
Wolf:
Read an article he had written on the Kalakala for the Seattle Sinner.

Ross:
Please provide the article so we can put it up on our web site. 
Darren: 
Presented 12 photos on CD


Buckley Cemetery



Sarr Cemetery



Sumner Steakhouse
Charlotte: 
Displayed pictures from the Desmoines Park investigation.

Ross: 
We are asking anyone to step forward if they have any background information on the little girl 

that we keep “feeling” at our anniversary park visit.
Joey: 
Showed photos from past investigations

The group continued to talk about the Olalla Investigation (Morgan’s Grandmothers house) 

David:
I woke up because we heard noises 

Marie: 
I heard a knocking on the window, I placed the covers over my head cause I was afraid, I 

heard the knocking again and I saw an apparition, a few seconds later I saw Marie and Dave 

coming down the hall. That’s when Dave said he heard noises and got up.
Dave: 
I had the infrared camera.  The more people that got up the more orbs that were viewed.

The history of this house is based on Starvation heights. ( http://www.starvationheights.com/ )  A woman was running a wellness center and she would take people and help them lose weight.  She would have them sign over their property and money and then starve them to death. She took in two sisters one who died and one who survived, which is how they discovered what was going on.  The bodies were supposed to have been dumped into a well on the property that has since been filled in.
Morgan:
I know where it is.

David:
I saw a man standing behind Marie on the infra red camera.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM
